
Last year we celebrated 500 years of Reformation.  

We looked back at our heritage as a lens for looking 

at our current landscape.  

But itõs now year 501, and itõs time to look forward! 

With the work of our 2020 Vision team 

weõre asking, òWhere/what is the Holy 

Spirit calling us to do in this new 

world?ó  Weõre thinking about ways to 

meet people where theyõre at today 

and where theyõll be tomorrow.  Weõre 

considering the changing landscapes 

of Rockford and Belvidere and asking 

the question, Where does Christ 

Lutheran fit into this strange new 

world?  

There are many challenges we will face and many 

obstacles to overcome.  Along the road weõll 

discover new ministries and boldly go where this 

church has never gone before (sorry for mixing space 

metaphors)!  

To move forward, we need your support more than 

ever!  Beginning in October youõll have many 

opportunities to grow your personal stewardship.   

Stewardship temple talks this year will feature Jeff and 

Nancy Bieck, Emma Topham, and Jordan Rindels.  

Our annual Stewardship Dinner will be October 21 

from 12 -4pm at the Hoffman House. Come be 

serenaded by our new bell choir and captivated by 

Professor Nate Frombach of Wartburg 

College, our speaker for the evening.    

Stewardship commitment bags will be 

distributed October 21 and are due 

back to church by November 11. We 

invite you to prayerfully consider how 

your gifts will propel us into the future  

November 18 we will dedicate these 

bags in worship to the glory of Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.  

In this evolving community, God is calling you to give 

your heart, skills, creativity, and resources to share the 

good news of the risen Christ.  If you have any 

questions about how to share your gifts at Christ 

Lutheran, contact Jason Brinkley, Nancy Bieck, Pastor 

Twila, or Pastor Neal.   

Working together, we move towards Godõs infinity 

and beyond!  

Your partner in ministry, Pastor Neal  
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501: FAITH ODYSSEY 



October 7, 2018  

Genesis 2:18-24 

Psalm 8 

Hebrews  1:1 -4, 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2 -16 

RALLY DAY 
Thank you to everyone 

who came out to enjoy 

our Rally Day òblast offó!        

We received over 100 

time, talent, and learning 

commitment forms and 

prizes were awarded.  

Many of you explored a 

òSpace Shuttleó and we even had a visit from an 

astronaut!  What a great way to celebrate the 

beginning of a new ministry program!   

 

TASTE & SEE 
Mark your calendar and 

plan to attend a celebration 

luncheon on Sunday, 

September 30 at 11:45 am. 

We will officially welcome 

back Pastor Twila, òtasteó 

some of her favorite culinary dishes, and òseeó how 

she spent time during her sabbatical.   Please sign up 

in the gathering space.          

 

CHRIST IN LITERATURE 
Christ in Literature will meet at Christ 

Lutheran on Monday, October 1 at 3:00 

pm (PLEASE NOTE NEW TIME). Our book 

selection for discussion is òThe 

Underground Railroadó by Colton 

Whitehead.  Al l  are welcome.  

Discussions are normally the first Monday of the 

month at 3:00 pm. If you have any questions contact 

Sally Rode at 875 -243-5251. 

 

 

 

October 14, 2018  

Amos 5:6 -7, 10-15 

Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews  4:12 -16 

Mark 10:17 -31 

NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION 

Are you new to Christ Lutheran?  Do 

you know someone who is?  Would you 

like to learn more about CLC's 

ministries?  Join us at our semi -annual 

Newcomers Orientation and Luncheon 

at 11:45 am on Sunday, October 14 .  

Register your interest with Pastor Twila or with Craig 

Carlson, Evangelism Team chair.  

 

ADULT FORUM 
Satisfy your spiritual curiosity!   Christ Lutheran has 

lots of opportunities for learning during our adult 

education hour, every Sunday from 9:30 ñ10:15 

am.   Our upcoming schedule for adult forum is as 

follows:  

September 30  

Spirituality and Hospitality  
 

October 7  

Spirituality, Life, and Death  
 

October 14  

Spirituality, Life, and Healing  
 

October 21  

Gospel of Luke ð Why was Jesus born?  
 

October 28  

Gospel of Luke ð What will become of this child?  
 

Hope you can make it!  

 

SENIOR SAINTS 
Will meet on Wed., October 17 at 12:30 pm at 

Backyard Grill, 6473 N. 2nd Street, Loves Park.  

Please call Anne Kutz, 815 -544-6674, if you are able 

to attend.  

 

October 28, 2018  

Jeremiah 31:31 -34 

Psalm 46 

Romans 3:19 -28 

John 8:31 -36 

October 21, 2018  

Isaiah 53:4 -12 

Psalm 91:9-16 

Hebrews 5:1 -10 

Mark 10:35 -45 P2 



SHARE THE BOUNTY  

We know the significance of 

breaking bread and sharing a meal 

as a family or community. Your gift 

can help make this possible for 

families in our area.  Thanksgiving 

òMeal in a Bagó tickets will be 

posted October 5 and weõll collect items and 

monetary donations through November 7.    

 

WE CAN END HUNGER            

IN OUR TIME 
Have you heard this anywhere?  

Could this really be true?  

Do you know the source of the 

statement?   Would you like to know more?  

On October 21 Christ Lutheran will lift up Bread for 

the World. Around the U.S. in churches of all 

denominations this will be called ôBread for the 

World Sundayõ.  Bread for the World was started in 

the 1970õs by the Rev Art Simon, brother to Senator 

Paul Simon of IL. The director is The Rev David 

Beckmann who is a graduate of Christ Seminary - 

Seminex.  Bread, as it is commonly called, is an 

advocacy group that lobbies Congress on issues 

regarding world hunger.  More information can be 

found on their website www.bread.org .  You can 

look for ways to support Bread on October 21 or 

any day or week or month with your prayers and 

your actions.  See Kathy Helge if you have any 

questions.   WE CAN END HUNGER IN OUR TIME. 

Thanks be to God!  
 

Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging 

our nationõs decision makers to end hunger at home 

and abroad. Moved by Godõs grace in Jesus Christ, we 

advocate for a world without hunger.  

GODLY PLAY 
All kids from preschool (3 years 

old and potty trained) ð fifth 

grade can participate in Godly 

Play, every Sunday from 9:30 -

10:15 am.   No pre -registration 

necessary, simply sign in at the 

door in the West Wing.   

 

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY 
Hey High Schoolers!   Looking for a community that 

shares your faith, welcomes your friends, and has an 

AWESOME time? Come to any of the following events 

and I promise you, youõll find what youõre looking for. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY 

Second Sunday is a youth group 

led by your peers, other high 

schoolers, that meets the second 

Sunday of every month at Katieõs 

Cup in Rockford f rom 7 -

8:30pm.   There is meaningful worship, coffee, games, 

and more.   Contact Pastor Neal or our high school 

leaders Evie Marchini, Haley Luckow, Adam Cotton, 

or Bailey Dusso to find out more.    

 

THE WELL 

The Well is our regular high school 

youth group that meets every Sunday 

evening (except the Second Sunday) 

from 7 -8:30pm at Christ Lutheran.   We 

do Bible Study, Games Nights, Culvers 

Runs, Movie Nights, Bonfires, and 

more.   Contact Pastor Neal or Maggie 

Blackburn for more info.  
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